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TH# OPERATICKS OF THE 18T AND 2ND BATTALIONS 128
INFANTRY RAEGIFENT {32ED IUFANTRY DIVISION) AND THEIR
SUPPORTING ARTILLERY BATTALION AT ATTAPD, NEW GUINZA,

VICINTTY DRINIUKOR RIVER, 10 - 15 JULY 1944
(MEW GUINEA CAMPAIGN)
(Personal Experience of a Field Artillery liaison Officer)

IHTRODUCTION

This monograph covers the action of the lst and 2nd
Battalions of the 125th Infantry Regiment and the 129th Field
Artillery Battalion, 32nd Infantry Division, during the period
10 - 15 dJuly 1944, at Altape, Kew Guinea.

The writer was an artillery liéison ofiicer with both
the lst and Znd Battalions of the 1Z8th Infantry Regiment,
but.to present the action as it really happened, the infantry
picture must be‘given Yirst and the artillery treated as it
was--a supoorting arm.

By January 1944, the Allied offensive in the Pacific was
gaining momentum. The Army and Marine troons had leavfrogged
from Guadalcanal in the Solomons to New Britain and the
Admirality Islands. (1) On New Guinea, American and Australian
forces had halted the Japanese advance just short of Port
lMoresby. The enemy was pursued and deieated at Buna, Salamaua,
Lae, Finschhafen, and Saidor. (2) (See Map A) By these
actions, the Allied troops under General MacArthur secured air
fields, ports and bases irom which futﬁre operations could be
successfully conducted against the Japanese.

The next Allied move was characteristic of General
LacArthur's brilliant strategy throughout the Pacifiic War.
With the bulk ol the Jarvansse troons concentrated in ﬁhe

(1) A=1, Map 13; A-8, p. 147; (2) A-1, p. L2-4&, 83; A-6,
p. 173-177 | *



ladang - Wewair area (3) (See Map A) in anticipation of the
next Allied landing, (4] General MacArthur sent American
troops ashore at Hollandia and Aitape. As a result, an
estimated 40,000 - 60,000 Japs were bypassed, their supply

lines cut, and their chance for reiniorcements, escape or supply
horeless.,

Both landings were unopposed. (5) (See Map 4) The land-
ing at Aitape on 22 April 1944 was made by the 127th Regimental
Combat Team of the 32nd Infantry Division, and the 163rd
RHegimental Combat Team of the 41st Infantry Division, supnorted
by five Australian aviasion engineer battalions, four battalions
of antiaircraft, and two additional field artiller? battalions,
all under the command of Brigadier General Jens A. Doe. (6)
The mission of this tasi force was to establish a beachhead at
Aitape; carture the Tadii Airdromes, and develop and protect
these installations.,

The climate and terrain surrounding Aitape was typical
of Wew Guinea. 'he village, itself, was located on thé beach
and dotted with coconut trees. The only relief from the blaz-
ing sun was a daily shower of rain or an occasional tfopical
svorn, which kept the air heavy and humid. However, the nights
were ccol and more comfortable. Inland was the dense swampy
Jjungle infested with malaria nosguitoes thet had, aiready,
impaired the health of the 32nd Division troops. Hative foot
trails were the only routes of travel through the jungle and
mountains, and these were frequently made impassable by the
torrential rains.

(3) A7, p. 2565 A-8, p. 151; (4) A-8, p. 150; (5} A-8, p. 157
(6} A-7, p. 2363 A-1, ». 80-87; A-10, p. 3
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LHE EBNEMY SITUATION

The isolated enemy force in the lMadang - Wewak area was
the Japanese 18th Aruy under the command of Lieutenant General
Adachi. (7) Of these 40,000 - 60,000 Japs, 25,000 of them
were combat troops of the 20th, 41st, and 51st Infantry
Divisions with their supnorting artillery. (8) |

Af'ter the landings had beén made &t Hollandia and Aitape,
the Japs were Tfaced 'ith three alternatives.

1. They could remain in the adang - Wewak area and even-
tually surrender or starve. This course oi action was not
characteristic of the Japanese. Furthermore, the Australian
Sth Brigade captured Madang on 23 April, and was rapidly moving
up the coast toward Wewak. (9)

2. They could bypass Aitape by golng through the Torricelli
lountains, and atteﬁpt to recapturs Holliandia. This choice was
1llogical vecause the Torricelli Lountains were exceptionally
rugged, and native food would be too scarce for such a large
force. (10} 1In addition, the Allied force at Aitape would
still be a threatening factor {rom the South.

3. They could attack the Aitape beachhead and capture
necessary supplies, equipment and ammunition. If successiul,
this would reopen their suprly lanes and, again, they would be
a threatening force in new Guinea. | _

All G-2 reports and estimates agreed that this last alter-
native was the most logical course of action open to the Japs
at this time. (-2 estinates, also, revealed the improbability
of any strong coordinated Jap attacks against the Altape beach-

(7) A=5, p. 153 A=9, p. 45; A-10, p. 2; (8) A-10, p. 2; A-9,
p. k53 A=5. p. 153 (9) A~7, p. 2567; (10) A-1, p. &7
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head prior to latter June or early July because of the great

distance involved. (11)

THr GANERAYL SITUATION

The commanding general of the 32nd Infantry Division,
Major General William Gill, assumed command of U.S. forces
at Aitape, pursuant to General Order #5, dated 4 May 1944,
(12)

The-32nd Division continued the organization and prepara-
tion of defensive positions. An MLR was pfepared along the
Wigia River on the Zast, then through the jungles and swarnips
south of the airfield to the Rainhu River bn the West. (See Map B}
Pillboxes were built, fields of fire cleared through the jungle
and swamps, and double apron barbed ﬁire fences constructed. {13)
The artillery wrevared rrimarv and alternate positions from which
they could support the division MLR. Registrations were‘allowed
on likely avenues of approach, complete comrmnication systems
were installed, and some armunition was stored at the primary
nositions. (14)

The 1lst and 2nd Battalions oi the 128th Infantry and the
129th Field Artillery Battalion at this time were included in
the division defensive plan. (15)

There was very littls enemy action or activity for the
next few weéks. The divislon started the usﬁal training pro-
gram. Extra time was allotted for care and cleaning of equip-
ment, while special emphasis was placed on local security and
(11) Statement of Brigadier General Martin, later lajor General,
then Assistant Division Commander, 32nd Infantry Division;
Statement of Lieutenant Colonel Zinzer, Executive Officer, 128th

Infantry Regiment; (12) A~9, p. 1; (131, (14}, (15) Personal
knowledge



all around perimcter desiense. 'Bhis was routine procedure by

now, having trained ror jungle operations in Australia and on
Goodenough lsland, and having particivated in the Buna and Saidor
campaigns and staging out of Finschhafen. (16) Yet, this
training was to pay dividends in the not too distant future.

FARTIN'S TASK FORCE

Field Order #3, issued 19 FKay, set un the East_Sectdr
Command, which was to be commanded by Brigadier General C. A.
Kartin (17) and later became known as "Martin's Task Farce.!
(18) The mission assigned to this force was to delay the Japs
as long as possible alonz the Driniumor River. The outnosts
of the 3rd Battalion, 127th Infantry Regiment were.initially

jé{ establisined at Nyaparake, but by 1 June were forced to withdraw
1Y

y 1
¢

?F (Sce Map C) These enemy patrols increased to such strength and

ito Yakamul because of continuous, strong, active, enermy patrols.

ferocity that the battalion was ordered to withdraw to the
Dfiniumor River. (lé} The outpost line of resistance on the
Driniumor River was strensthened on ¢ June (20) by the 1st
Battalion, 12&8th Infantry and the 129th Field Artillery Battalion.
Defensive positions were established on the west bank of the river,
with the left flank anchored to the Pacific Ocean. (21} The

Jrd Battalion, 127th Infantry was to block the inland trail at
Afvua, which was about 8,000 yards inland. (See BMap C) There

was, however, a big zap of about 4,000 yards between the two
positions that was covered only by visiting patrols. ‘The mission
assigned these two units was to effect "Maximum Delay® (22)-

(16) A-5, p. 8-13; (17) A-9, p. 12; {(18) A-12; (19) A-9, p. 22;
(20) A-9, p. 25; (21) Statement of Lieutenant Colonel Scott,

then Battalion Commander, 1lst Battalion, 128th Infantry; (22)

A-12; Statement of General kartin

"



along the Driniumor River., When the battalion connmanders
asked for a definition of "maxirmm delay," they were told to
hold the line for several days, but if a penetration were made,
they were to counterattack and reestablish the line. If this
were impossible, they were to fall back to delaying positions
along "X Creek."™ (23} (See Map C)

The 129th Field Artillery Battalion occupied positions
at Tiver, a small native village about 135 miles east of Aitape.
(2.) (See Map C) The wvillage consisted of & or 10 native huts
which were destroyved to make room for the battalion gun posi-
tions. It was impossible to loéate artillery positions more
than 100 yards in from the beach because of the dense jungle
srowth,., Clearing away the jungle was impossible. Bulldozers
and tractors became mired once they left the protection of the
beach sand. The entire battalion went into a position no larger
than a football field. Since the Japs had no air force in this
sector, and vary little artillery, this minute battalion area
was the ideal position irom which the artillery could defend
themsalves from small Jap raiding parties that were to iﬁfiltrate
the jungle and aiternpt to blow up the artillery guns.

The difficﬁlt supnly »roblem, especially ammunition, was
not solved until the Favy supplied the division with several
LCls. (25) Unloading artillery ammunition in the dark, and
often knee deep in ﬁater, is really a rougn job.

As soon as the battalion,occupied.this nosition, a liaison
officer, plus three forward obsefvers and thelr parties, went
(23) A=12; Statenent of Lieutenant Colonel Scott; (24} Personal
knowledge; (25) Personal knowledge; Staterient of Lieutenant

Colonel Beyer, then Battalion Commander, 129th Field Artillery
Battalion



forward to the lst Battalion, 128th Infantry. These parties
were comprised of one officer and three enlisted men. (26)

Two soldiers were radio men, and the third was a nonconmis-
sioned officer who was capable of replacing the oftficer if the
need arose., Wire was laid from the fire direction center
directly to the liaison officer. From this position, the for-
ward observers were required to lay lines to their respective
companies. Radios, carried by each party, wers fairly reliable
when operated along the coast.

Upon arrival, these parties found the lst Battalion, 128th
Infantry well dug in along the west bank of the river, with a
frontage of 4,000 yards. (27) The battalion commander, Major
(later Lieutenant Colonel) Scott decided that the artillery would
have to be registered on the east baﬁk of the river. The
Driniumor River averaged from 30 to 50 yards in width and 3 to
5 feet in depth. Betwecn tropical rains; small islands covered
with Kunai grass would appear iﬁ the river. These tronical
rains could change the mild, even flowing Driniumor River into
a raging power,'churning and twisting its way to the sea.

Dense .jungle ran directly to the river's edge. (28) The west
bank was lined with numerocus 100 foot trees, and with our

troops dug in on the west side, this left a lot to be desired
from the artillery voint of view. It was decided that before any
firing could be done that close to friendly troops, the high
trees would have to come down to »revent tree bursts. The
infantry was glad to do this, not only for the artillery fire,
but for the overhead orotection they could get from the logs.

(26) Personal knowledge; (27) A-9, p. 24; Personal knowledge;
{28) Personal knowledge



The initial registration was plaéed at the mouth of the river,
and from there, south along the east bank of the river as far
as the lst Battalion had troops. At points along the river
where concentrations were registered, the number oi that con-
centration was given to the inféntry unit which occupied a
defensive nosition from wﬁich it could sec the exact location
of that concentration. Thus, the infantry was abvle to c¢all for
artillery fire by a concentration number. (29) Almost every
nonconnissioned officer in the 128th Infantry was avle to adjust
artillery and mortar iire. The registration of each concentra-
tion was necessary, because it was impossible to carry any type
of accurate survey inland from the coast. survey was conducted
irom the gun positions to the mouth of the Driniumor River. (30)
For the next few weeks, the infantry continued to strengthen
their positions. Daily patrols were sent out, accompanied by
a forward observer and party. Patrolling along the coast was
a simple duty, and usually the party reached the village of
Yakamul without a sign of the Japs. (31) If a Jap patrol was
encountered, it was very small. Patrolling inland was a different
story. A patrol was lucky to reach Niumen Creek, a distance of
about 2,500 yards, between daylight and dark. (32) The jungle
was so thick in certain places, that it was actually necessary
for the patrol to cut its way through. The biggest problem,
that of location, was finally solved by the use of artillery
liaison planes. The nizht before an inland patrol was to leave,
the intantry S-3 would give the artillery’liaison officer an
overlay of the route the patrol was going to use. The usual

(29) Personal knowledge; Statement of Lieutenant Colonel Beyer;
(30) Personal knowledpe; (31) A-Q, p. 25-37; (32) A-12 :
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procedure was to have the artillery.plane fly the correct

route at a specified time; and when the piiot wés directly
overhead, the patrol's radio operator would tell him so. Then
the pilot would radio rack the patrolt's map coordinates. Another
method was to have ﬁhe pilot give-the patrol?'s location with
reference to the Driniumor River and ﬁhe Pacific Ocean. For
exarmple, out 2,000 ~ in 80U meant the patrol was out 2,000 yards
from the Driniumor River and 800 vards in from the Pacific Ocean.
These two mebhods were often conducted mefely by the sound of

the plane overhead, because the jungle was so dense that the
patrol was.unable to sece the plane. This arrangement, although
not too accurate, was better fhan nothing. When artillery was
needed, the plane could act as a relay, and also, aid in adjust-
ing artillery fire. (33) This patrollins and defensive buildup-
continued. ) :

On 27 June, a patrol from the 127th Infantry capturéd a
Japanese Field Order that indicated the Japs would attéck our
outpost line, in force, on'the nizht of 28 or 29 June, penetrat-
.ing.between the lst Battalion 128 and 3rd Battalion 127. (34)
On 28 June, the 2nd Battalion 128 Infantry was brought up to
the Driniumor River to reenforce the rather thinly held line.
(35) (See Map C) The following is quoted from a letter written
by Lieutenant Colonel Smith, Bat%talion Commander, 2nd Battalion,
128th .Infantry. |

"We moved out at dawn on the 28th and wasted no time in
moving o our new positions, but muddy trails, éwampskand
heavy jungle slowed our movements, and by dark we had barely

(33) Personal knowledsze; (34) Statewent of Brigadier General
Martin and Lieutenant Colonel Zinger; (35) A-12; A-9, p. 37

11



gotten into vosition along the river with our flanks in contact
with the other two battalions. OQur mortars were not ready to
meet the strong attack that we feared would come that night.

"Morning finally arrived without the Nips. At least we had
another day to get ready. Feverishly we worked at improving our
positions, re-siffing our weapons, registering artillery and mortars,
putting in communications and trying to got more armmunition.
Nightfall found us better prepared but it was still far from
a rosy victure. QOur ammunition was very limited consisting only
of that which we had carried in with us the day befors. Qur
only evacuation and supply route was the trail leading northwest
to the villase of Anamo, which would certainly be cut as soon
as the Japaﬁese succecded in crossing the river. We still knew
nothing about the country to our rear except that it was dense
rain forest and jungle swanns.

WThat night it rained and it was so'biéck that you Eouldn't
see your hand in front of your face. T'If the Japs come tonight,?
L thdugh, 'wetll be fighting our own nen in the dark.t' But
evidently something had changed the Jap's timetavnle because,
as you know, twelve days were to pass Irom the day we arrived
until the attack came."

Also at this time, 1 July, the 112th Cavalry CT (dismounted),
commnanded by Brigadier General Cunningham, was attached to
Martin's Task Force and was sent along the inland trail to
strengthen the right fiank in the wvicinity of Afua. (36) Thus,
on 1 July, the Driniumor River was held by the following units
from the Pacific Ocean inland: lst Battalion 128, 2nd Battalion
128, 3rd Battalion 127, and two squadrons from the 112th Cavalry,
(36) 4-9, p. 39 |
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all supported by the 129th and 120th Field Artillery Battalions,
the latter battalion having arrived 2 Julv. (37) (See Map D)

The XI Corp, comranded by Hajor General Hall, arrived

about this time and assumed overull command of the Alta)e area.
@@taé 3 © gus B o rthe fob .

The t and 43rd Infantry Divisions had, also, arrived,
althougn none of these units were denloyed along the Driniumor
River orior to 12 July.

From 28 June until ¢ July, enemy vatrols became more
numercus, and somne of them were beyond the classiification of
nuisance and reconnaissance patrols, es?ecially those in front
of the 3rd Battalion 127 and 2nd Battalion 128. Several attempts
vere made o blow up the artillery positions.

After 28 June, maintaining wire cowrmnications was alnost
impéssible. Althougza the wire lihes W@TCITE?aiTEd every day,
the Japs weuld cut them every night

aumerouws nlacces

, Splittins the wire in
, and ovull small pieces into the Jjunsle. Two
new methods for laying wire were tried. One method emploved
an amphibious.truck (coummonly called a Duck) to lay double
strands of 11U wire in the ocean. This worked fine until a
good shrong wind, »roducing 10 foot waves, washed the wire onto
the beach, breaking it into hundreds of 1ittle piﬂcés. This-
method of laying wire, although tried several more times,‘did
not prove satisfactory. The battalidnh next attenpted Lo lay
wive over tie ton of the jJjungle with a C-47 plane. This, also,
worked Tine until the line broke, and no one was able to locate
the break. 1ost of the time, wire was kept into the 1st Battalion
128 during the day, but keapine wire coimrmnicasions inland proved
%o be aluiost an impossibility. Radio, as previously stoted,
(37) 4-9, p. 37; (38) A-9, p. 35
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worked fine along the coast, but not very well inland. 'waever,
with a relay station, which was built in a high tree to the rear
of ‘the lst Battalion 128, radio communication could be main-
tained. To suprplement this system,‘artillery liaison planes
were in the air constantly. (39} ‘

Initially, only one unit of fire was to be kept at the
defensive positions. (40) 4 unit Qf.fire at that time con-
sisted of 1250 rounds per machine gun, 80 rounds per rifle,
and 530 hand gzrenades per company. Generél-ﬁartin and the two
battalion commanders, Scott and Smith, asked for an additional
4,000 rounds per machine gun and 10 hand gzrenades per man in
the front line. However, they were authorized to increase their
ammunition supply to only a unit and a half. (41) In accord-
ance with the Infantry School Doctrine, this request was not
justifiable. But, in the jungle, with resupnly so ditftficult,
an exception existed, |

On 9 July, Brigadier General Cunnincham and the three
battalion commanders werc ordered to revort to Hartin's Task
Force Headguarters at Tiver for new orders. General Martin
revealad that he had osen ordered to conduct a Reconnaissance
in Force, with two battalions or a battalion and one squadron,
to the Harech River to ascertain the Japanese strength, dis-
positions and intentions. (42) (See Man D) Genefal Martin
decided %o send the lst Battalion 12% alons the coastal trail,
and a squadfbn of the 112th Cavalry on thes inland trail, Hear
Afua, it was a simple matter to rove the reserve squadron up on
the defensive line to replace the squadron that was to go on

(39) Personal knowledse; (LU) Statement of Lajor General
parting (41) A-12; (42) Statement of liajor General Hartin
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the Reconnaiésance in Fcrce.. (43)' Along the coast, it was an
entirely difrerent matter. There were no reserves available ?
to Ueneral liartin to bloci: the sector now occupied by the lst
Battalion. Therefore, it became necessary for the 2nd Battalion,
128th Infantry to take over the sector now occu?ied by‘the lst
Battalion in addition to their own--a frontage of approximately
QJKKiyards. Uﬂﬂ (See Lap D) This meant the 2nd Battalion
had to move its reserve ¢oupany, and even the suprort platcoons
of the rifle companies, into th: Ifront lines. HEven ﬁhis
arrangenent left only 3 or. 4 men every 25 to 30U yards. 1t was,
indesed, a thin green line.

During the night of 9 July, a request to furnish a guide
for an officer courier irom the 3rd Battalion, 127th Infantry
was received by the 2nd Battalion, 128th Infantry. This officer
was carrying an "important docunent™ back to Corp Headquarters.
The guide was furnished. Later it was revealed that this
“importént document™® wés a captured copy of a'Japanese Field
Order for ths all out attack aszainst ourAdefenses on the
Driniunor River. This order s pecilfisd the exact time, place
and number of troops who were Gto attack. The "important
document™ reached Corp Headquarters on the night of ¢ July,
yvet the front line units of Martin's Taslk Force had no warning
of the attacit that was to come on the following night. This
exemplifies the failure of pertinent information to reach those
people for whom it is of immediatc concern.

On the morning of 10 July, the 1lst Battalion 128 and the
2nd Squadron, 112th Cavalry moved out on their Reconnaissance
Iissions. (45} In single filé formetion, B Company led the

(43)6A-9, p. 463 (4L) A-9, ». 46; Perscnal knowledge; (45) A-9,
P. &
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lst Battalion which followed at a 500 vard interval. One

piatoon of B Company wvrocasded directly down the coast with

- a parallel nlatoon 150 to 200 yards inland. Forward observer

narties were sent with both platoons. An artillery liaison
plane, also, kept constant vigilance from the air. Due

to the slow progress of the platoon which was acting as

flank security, the battalion had moved only about 3,000

vards by noon. Shortly ater noon, the lead platoon of B
Company encountered a fairly heavy Jap force, well entrenched
and supported by seversl heavy and light machine guns. After

a heavy artillery concentration, a frontal attack was attempted,
but no progress resulted. It was not until the inland platoon
was able to attack from the flank, and the support platoon

was conniittaed, that the position was overrun. Judging from

the Jap fox holes and the amount of work they had undertaken,

it was estimated that a recnforced platoon had held up the

1st Battalion's advance. It was now about 1500 hours, and

the battalion pushed on another 2,000 yards where they dug

in for the nischt, althougnh 1,500 yards short of théix.objective.
Artillery was registered arcund the entirs perimeter. (46)

(Sce Lap D}

The 2nd Squadrorn, 112th Cavalry uoved inland to Niumen
Creeck, meeting only a few Jap vatrols. (47) The daily patrols
of the 2nd Battalion 128 and 3rd Battalion 127 revorted no
signs of Jaws in thelr zone of resvonsibilitv. (See Map D)

On the night of 10 July, the battalion commander oi the
2nd Battalion 128, Lieutenant Colonel Hervert Smith, was

(46) A-9, p. 46; Personal knowledge; (47) Statement of Major
General Martin
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unhappy about the situation on the Driniumor River. Before
dark, accompanled by his artillery liaison officer, the
cormander traversed his entire extended ffont, mainly to check
vositions, armmunition supnly, and to see that the troons were
familiar with all artillery concentrations and knew how to

call for the artillery when it ﬁés needed. The liaison ofiicer
of the lst Battalion had turned over all numbered concentrations
and overlays to the 2nd Battalion.. (48) ILieutenant Colonel:
Swith, also, wanted to make sure that all units were faniliar
with the plan of withdrawal, if a withdrawal were- necessary.
The plan was a simple one. An unnamed creek, about 2,000 yards
west of the Driniumor River and running approximately parallel
to it, was picked as a rallying point and called the "X Creek."
(49) (See lap D) Trails had been cut through the thick jungle
from the defensive position to "X Greek;“ and all ofificers and
key noncommissioned oifficers were well orientated with the
pcsitions thev were to occupy if and when the time came. No
arrmnition was vlaced on the "X Creek.m

® © TH: BREAKCTHROUGH

About 2330 hours it napoened. Ten artillerv rounds from
a Jap mountain sun sailed over the C.P. of the 2nd Battalion
and landed abeut 200 yards beyond. Simultaﬁeously, flares
were Iired directly over the C.P. and the mortar poéitions. (50)
Several small Jap varties had evidently crossed.thé—riVGr and
were marking the battalion's key installations for their
artillery whiéh was using direct iire. The small arms firing
started. An intense preparation on the Iront line vpositions
was fired Ffor ten mihutes, concentrating heavilywon the machine
(48) Personal knowledse; (49}, (50) A-12
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gun and ‘B.A.R. positions, which the Japs had located with pin
point accuracy. Then a bugle sounded. A1l firing stopped and
the Japs started one of their renowned fanatic banzai attacks.
This was not just another raid, but the full scale attack that
had been antiéipated. (See Map E) The Japs weren't dumb. They
had timed their attack well. They had waited until tg;ugpits
which were on their Reconnaissance in Force “wer=Vbeyond gupport—
ing range and could not influence the course of action. The
attack was concentrated on a front of 100 yards. In a platoon
front, the enemy emerged from the jungle, and proceeded to
charge through the hip deep river, screaming like the madmen
they were. AS the fropt nman fell, another wodld step forward

in his place. The strength of this first mad charge was
estimated at 150 men, with approximately a dozen Japs succeeding
Ain cfossing the river. This attack was broken up by machine

gun and B.A.R. fire. |

The second attack came on the left of the initial charge
(See Hap E} in about the same strength. This time the Japs
were halted by artillery fire, but a few scattered Japs managed
to. cross the Driniumor. By the time the third attack was
launched, the amnunition wasrdéngerously low. This attack,
two companics Strdng,'was made to the right of the first attack.
(See lap E) Thé doughboys had a field day until their amrunition
supply was exhausted, and they were forced to withdraw to
tY Crezk." (51)

Throughout this course of action, the artillery was being
shifted en masse from one attack area to another. The infantry
noncom:issioned ofiicers did an excellent job of caliing for
(51) A=2, p. h1eh3
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and adjusting the artillery firs. The las? and success:ul Jap

=
®

attacle came near % nozition of the artillery liaison officer

who was working with the 2nd Battalion, 128th Infantry. He
was able to concentrate the bulk of all artillery at this noint

Fa

as the infantry wes withdrawing. During this neriod of little
more than one hour, the 129th Field Artillery Batitalion cx-

nended sowme 1,300 rounds of amrunition. (52) Comrmunicabion

1

betwesn companies and battalions and betwesr battalions and
Hartin's Task Force Headouartsrs was maintained solely through
artillery liaison radio channels durins this entire series of

attacks. This was an izmeasurasle aid to all units. (53)

1286th InTantry and

L,

As the cornanies of the 2nd Battalion

-

3
the 3rd Battalion, 127%h Infantey were forced to withdraw to
their oreviously selected positvions along "X Crecik," coniusion
reizned suvreme. G Comsany of the 2nd Battalion 128 wss unanle
o reach the "X Cresk" until 12 duly, and then in the 3rd
Battalion 127 area. The 2nd Battalion 12&, wminus G Company,

H

reached "X Crecl™ and st up small werimeter (54) at the

Z
same time that aporoximately 2 regiments (55) of Jap coldiers

rossed into the 2nd Battalion area. One enemy regiment set

1

up thelr headquarters and bivouacked wdthin 400 yards of the

2nd Battalion's nericeter. Due to the darkness and dense Jjungle,
neither group was aware of the other's vosition.

When the extent oi the breasthrough was rooortaed, Gensral

artin ordersd Lieutenant Colonel Scost's lst Battalion 128

1

to return Ifrom its Reconnaissance in Force. (56) This with-

(52} A-~11; (53) Statement of Hajor General iartin; (54) A-12;

(55) 4=9, p. 4O, 51; (50} A-9, p. LO; Statemsnt of kajor General
Hartin; Personal imowledge '
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drawal started about 0030 hours on 11 July, and was made directly
dowm the beach at practically double time. Lieutenant Colonel
Scolt possessed scant information on the situation, but was
determined to recross the Driniumor River before %he Japs could
cut off his route of withdrawal. The 1lst Rattalion succeeded

in re

)

rossing the Driniumor and reached Anamo bef'ore daylizht.
Here they were ordered to begin the counterattack to resstablish
the defense line on the river. (57) The 2nd Souadron, 11Rth
Cavalry was, also, withdrawn.

During the nigat, the artillery was displaced to nrepared
positions about 3,000 yards to the rear. This displacement
was effected ior sai:=ty reasons, and %o enasle the artillery
to bether supnort the Torthcoming counterattack. (58)

The Jans had paid a heavy price for this godiorsalen river.
It was estimated that 400 Japs wers killed in front of ths Z2nd-
Battalion 128 alone, while our total casualities amounted to
25 killed and 80 wounded. (59) However, thev failed to exnloit
their success. During the nircht and day of 11 July, it was
estinmated that 2 regiments {60) voushed acrosz the river.
Had this force followed un their attack, especially toward the
coast, their success might have continuéd, out thev stopred.
The reasons for stovning nmay have veen the loss oif leaders, the
abssnce of orders to continue the‘attack.once the river was
crossed, our continuous artillery bombardment, or maybs & poor
estimate of thes situation. Whatever the reason, it was fortu-
nate they stonped, (See Map'E) because it gave Martin's Task
Force time to reorganize, regroun, énd start a counterattack.

(57) 4-G, p. 47; (58} Statement of Lieutenant Colonel Beyer;
(59} 4-9, p. 48; A-12; (60} A-9, p. 51
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THS COUNTARAITACK

At daylight, the lst‘Battalion 128 directed a counteraction
southeast along the Anamo Trail. (See Map E) This attack-pro—
gressed about 1,500 yards where it encountered a strong Jap
force which had crossed the river the previous night. It becane
increasinglf-apparent that this battalion could net penetrate
the Jap position, nor could it remain where it was because the
battalion was in grave danger of being surrounded and annihilated.
(61)  Failure of this attack was due, mainly, to the exhausted
condiﬁion bf the troops, lack of planning and coordination, and
the fact that no prior resconnaissance had teen made. (62)

Having no other reserves available, General Martin had no
alternative but to order a general withdrawal to "X Creek™" to
establish a deflensive line until a coordinated attack could be
made to restore the defensive line on the Driniumor River. (63)

Both the Blsﬁ/gZd 43fd Infantzy Divisioﬁsfwere now at Aitape,
and XI Corp decided to empnloy additional troops to counterattack
and recsteblish the Driniunor River line. The 124th Regiment
“of the 31lst Infantry Division was selected as the reenforcing
unit. (64) |

The genéral counteroitensive began at daylight on 13 July.
The troops employed from rizght to left along the 1ine were as
follows: 112th Cavalry C.T., 3rd Battalion, 12/th Infantry
with G Company, 128th Infantry attached, 1l24th Infantry Régiment
less the 2nd Battalion, and lst Battalion, 128th Infantry. The
Task Force Reserve was couprised of the following units: 2nd
Battalion, 124th Infantry and 2Znd Battaiion, 128th - Infantry
(61) A-9, p. 47; (62) Statement of Lieutenant Colonel Scott;

(63) A-9, ». 47; Statement of Major General lartin; (64) A-9,
D. 49 :
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minus G Company. The artillery units employed were the 1:9th
Field Artillery Battalion, the 120th Field Artillery Battalion,
the 121st Field Artililery Battalion, and the 149th Field Artillery
Battalion from the 31st Division. (65) This Taslk Force was
cormmanded by Brizadier Gensral Stark, Assistént Division Commander
of the 43rd Infantry Division. (64) (See Map E)

The author can best descrive the action of the 1st Battalion,
1286th Infantry in this coordinated counterattaci, because at this
time he was the artilléry liaison officer with this unit. Due
to the terrain, the majority of ﬁhe artillers fire was directed
in Iront of this battalion.

The mission of the 1lst Battalion 128 was to clear an ar=za
aporoximately 300 yards widce up the coast to the Driniumor River.
Proceeding on schedule, the forward elemen?s of the battalion
moved about 80U vards when they encountered the first Jap
resistance. The enemy was fairly well dug in, and, as usual,
made excellent use of the jungle to conceal themselves. 'This

dap force, a reeniorced co;pény, delaved the 1st Battalion's
advance for a considerable time,‘and inflicted a great many
casnalties. (67) The darage would have baen more extensive
had it not besen for the artillerv. This Situationlwas an
artilleryman's drean as far as jungle firing was concerned.
With ths whole Pacific Ocean in which to adjust the #'ire ror.
fange, and by shifting a few nmils in deflection, the artillery
fire could bve »laced exactly where calied for with a minimm
danser to the infantry. This eifective firinz enabled the in-
fantry to move forward again.

After moving a short distance, the troobs were showered
(65}, (60) A-9, p. 49; (67) A-9, p. 50
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with Jap artillery and mortar fire. The battalion commander
screamed for artillery, but the vision of the artillery forward
observers was nil because oi the dense jungls. The only
wosition f rom which th: liaison officer could ret observation
was on the oven beach. (68) Considering the possible danger
of tres purst from Jap fire, the open beach was as safe as the
jungle. As soon as the liaison officer feached-the beach, two
Jan mountain guns opened upn with direcﬁ fire at him. By shout-

the liaison ofiicer nrobably

ing commands to the radio operctor,

gavae the lst Battalion 128 the most rawnid artillery fire oi the

war. In a matter of minutes, three battalions of artillery

were Firing at the two Jap suns, and with the odds 36 to 2, the

Q

Jap guns were soon silenced. From this woint to the Driniumor
River, it was strictly an artillery show. Each artillery
battery was adjustzd about 100 vards apart along the beach. As
the infantiry rioved forward, each battery's range would increase
50 vards on command Ifrom She liaison ofiicer. Thé lst Battalion
128 moved back to the Driniumor River without firing another
shot. (HY9) So much artillery fire had becn c oncentrated in
front of the lst‘Battalion 128 that it was necessary to rccut
trails, fields of firc, and in many instances, actually cut
limbs and treas out of old fox holes bafore reoccupyinz the
defensive positions. The lst Battalion captured 3 Jap mountain
cuns, 6 heavy machine gﬁns, L mortars, and 1 Jap aid station.
Sixty seven encmy dead were counbted.

The other units attacking inland did not fare as well.
The Jap resistance was heavier, the Jungle thicker, contact
harder to maintain, and artillery and mortar {ire more difiicult

(68), {69) Perscnal knowledge
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to direct. It wasn'® until the nisht of 1: July that the entire
old defensive line was reestabliched on the Driniumor River.
(70) (See Map F)

' ANALYSIS AND CAI?ICISH

The failure to waintain the integrity of comnand and units
was very noticeable throughout this entire operation. The
mission of outposting the Driniumor River should have besen assigned
to one regiment. The oriziral units on the Driniumor defense
line were comprised of two battalions from different regiments,
with neither thelr commander nor starfi revrssented. During the
counterattack, thne troons employed'wefe Irom two regiments of

the 32nd Infantry Division, one regiment from the 31st Infantry

Division, and elements oi the 112th Cavalry, all under the

command of the assistant division commander of the iL3rd Infantry

Division. It is remarxable that the counterattack was successiul
under these circumstances; therefore, credit must be given to the
~caliber and c¢xperience of the troops, and to the individual leader-
ship of the small unit consanders.
| The impatience oi the higher command, which resulted in

the Reconnailssance in iorce, certainly wealened the defensive
line at a very inopportune time. Lt was Tairly evident that the
Jdaps were going to attack our lines in force; all captured
docunents and »nrisoners indicated an attaclk early in July,

ther Tactors indicated that the attacit would soon come in a
particular area. Patrels in front of the lst Battalion 128

and the 112th Cavalry could :ove with ease across ths river,
vet, the patrols of the 3rd Battalion 127 i2§2nd Battalion 128
were constantly encountering Jap resistance. With the Jap

(70) 4-9, p. 51
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force knowm to be 20,000 combat troo?s noving u@-froﬂ VWewalis,
two battalions atvaczing in dense Jungle certainly had little
chance for success.

If the captured Japanese Document, which save the time,
place, and size of ths attacking Jorce, had reached Martin's
Task Force, this vital information could have changed the
tactical employment of 'ail units and very possibly have pre-
vented the ponetration of the defensive line.

That the Japanese were able to move such a large force,
undetected, to within 20U wards of the front lines, doesn't
speak too highly of the thorouzhness of the daily patrols whose
vrimary missions were to contact the eneny, and determine his

r

strength and location., This faulty reconnaissance wnrovably
can be traced to the density of the jungle, and the failure of
the S5=-2s5 to supervise and coordinate all reconnaissance.
Specific missions and routes should have peen assigned to each
patrols. Again, had the integrity of units and command been
maintained, the Jap force may have been detected.

It is of wvital imvortance not to store ammunition where
it might fall into eneny hands, but at the same time it is
important to have sufriicient ammunition available to front line
troops to enable them to accomnlish their assigned mission. rhis
is éspecially trus in the jungle, where ammunition resup»ly is
so difiicult. It was possible that the greatly over-extended
line could not have stopped the Japanese attack, but, had suffi-
cient amwunition been available, the vrice the Japs paid for
crossing the Driniumor could have veen greatly increased.

The speed with which the first counterattacik was launched,

even though unsuccessiul, put the Japs on the defensive, thus
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giving higher commanders a‘chance to employ more troops and
nlan the coordinated counterattack. Although the fighting
continued for more than a month, and the Japs employed more
than two divisions, the only coordinated, large scale attack
nade by them was the original breakthrough. They wasted their
strength in small scale suicidal attacks. Had the Japs, on

10 Jﬁly, pushed all their troops through the gap in our lines
and then attacked the open Tlanks oi -the units on the right
and left, the rear installations at Aitape may have been in
danger of annihilation.

The value of a definite terrain feature upon which to
reorfanize, such as "X Creek," and the complete dissemination
of this information down to the last man, cannot pe over
emprasized. |

The artillery and rear area units can be expécted to furnish-
their own local security in the jungle. The lack of training

Y:yof the artillery patrols was very apparent, as Jap raiding
f§§¥ parties were allowed close enough to throw hand grenades and
demolitions into the zun positions.

Liaison officers and forward observers should be well
acguainted with the infantry units and officers with whom they
are working. An understanding of the capabilities_and limi~-
tations of each oranch of the service certainly would pay |
dividends. This was well brought out on the Driniumor River
when battalion commanders insisted upon artillery fire being
delivered within 50 yards of the front 1ines.““This‘was cértainly
sound judzment under the circumstances, but the infantry must
expect some short rounds when fire is brousght in this close.
Also, forward observers must be with the {ront line platoons
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in the jungle if they are to deliver close and continuous
artillery sunnort. Infantr? officers and noncommissioned officers
must be trained to adgusb artillery fire. When a unit was
assigned a wide sector to defend, there never Wére enough forward
observers to cover the entire front.

The use of artillery liaison »lanes was invaluable. Their
presence in the air often silenced enemy artillery and mortar
fire. Their aid in adjusting artillery and mainbaining comruni-
cations proved worthwnile.

I a counterattacik 1s to be successful, good reconnaissance
and proper vlanning is essential. The 1lst Battalion 128 in their
first counterattack up the Anamo Trail had neither. The attack

was a failure.

1. The integrity of units and commands should be 1a1ntalned

at all tines.

W
2. Intelllgence rmast flow both wavs._p

- . i P Tt 2 R

3. Adequate ammunltlon mu st be avallable 8& the defense

B T e e i R R R PR,
as well as for ths attack, even if it has to be stacked on a

position.

L. Infantry officers should know artillerv caoabllltles

R L T T T P

N PR

and 11m1tat10ns.

5. Artlllory ﬁlflcero should know infentry tactics.

6. A detelminhd snemy can breach any defense if they wish -
| 7 e T MRS S B BN At
to pay the nrice.

7+ Artillery can dellver close uuowort 1n ‘the Jjungle.

-

8., If close artilliery dclen51ve fire in suDDort of an 1LR

B ey b wae o v, L e e e

is to be effective, it must be reglstered.

h e v o ST S RN A

9. Good communication is esuenulal to suecessiul combat.
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10. PATTENCH /

11. A few axtra art 1lﬂr" unells can save many lives.

e e Fo e

12. A definite terrain zhabure such as a creck, for

gy TR 3 PO AT Sl A ) i T
a rallying noint and reorganlzation is immortant.

13. Artlllery liaison DlanPM can be hsed ior wvaried

St ks 11 i A1 RS L S S g S o e+ 67T e e e,
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14. If a counterattack is to be succezsful, good reconnais-
sance and vrover nlanning is sssential.
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