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'l'I-m OPERATIONS OF THE 1ST AND 2HD BAT'l'ALIONS 128 

INFANTRY REGil-iENT {32IJD ETFANTRY DIVISION) AND THEIR 
SUPPORTING ARTILLERY BA'l"I'ALIO!! AT AITAPEJ NE1v GUINU, 

VICINITY DRI':'limiOR RIVi!:R, 10 - 15 JULY 1944 
{HZW GUINEA CJli;IPAIGN) 

{Personal Experience of a Field Artillery Liaison Officer) 

INTRODU C TIOll 

This monocraph covers the action of the 1st and 2nd 

Battalions of the l?Sth Infantry Regiment and the 129th Field 

Artillery Battalion, 32nd Infantry Division, during the period 

10 - 15 July 191,4, at Aitape, New Guinea. 

The writer was an artillery liaison o±Ticer with both 

the 1st and 2nd Battalions of the l28th Infantry Regiuent, 

but to present the action as it really happened, the infantry 

picture must be given first and the artillery treated as it 

was--a sup-:Jorting arm. 

By January 191+4, the Allied offensive in the Pacific l'las 

gaining momentum. The Arr.JY and Narine troops had leanfrogged 

from Guadalcanal in the Solomons to New Britain and the 

Admirality Islands. (1) On New Guinea, American and Australian 

forces had halted the Japanese advance just short of Port 

l'loresby. The enemy l'las pursued and defeated at Buna, Salamaua, 

Lae, Finschhafen, and Saidor. (2) (See Nap A) By these 

actions, "che Allied troops under General EacArthur secured air 

fields, ports and bases i'ror;1 11hich future operations could be 

successfully conducted ar;ainst the Japanese. 

The next Allied move vms characteristic of General 

EacArthur• s brillian~j strategy throughout the Pacific \var. 

With th8 bulh: of the Japanese troo·:s concentrated in the 

(1} A-1, Jviap 13; A-8, p. 147; (2) A-1, p. 42-48, 83; A-6, 
p. 173-1?7 
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Eadanf': - Wevrak area (3) (See Nap A) in anticipation of the 

next Allied landinfc;, (4) General EacArthur sent American 

troops ashore at Hollandia and Aitape. As a result, an 

estimated 40,000 - 60,000 Japs were bypassed, their supply 

lines cut, and their chance for reini'orcements, escape or supply 

hopeless. 

Both land:i_ne;s were unop[Josed. (5) (See Map A) The land

inp; at Aitape on 22 April 1944 v1as made by the 127th Regimental 

Combat Team of the 32nd Infantry Division, and the 163rd 

Regimental Combat Team of the 41st Infantry Division, supported 

by five Australian avia~ion engineer battalions, four battalions 

of antiaircraft, and two additional field artillery battalions, 

all under the coLu::and of Brie;adier General Jens A. Doe. (6) 

'Ehe mission of this tas:C force Has to establish a beachhead at 

Aitape, cap·cure the Tadji Airdrorc1es, and develop and protect 

these installations. 

The climate and terrain surrounding Aitape was typical 

of lie1·1 Guinea. 'L'he village, itself, vias loc2•.ted on the beach 

and dotted l·li·Gh coconut trees. The only relief from the blaz-

ing sun 1vas a daily shower of rain or an occasional tropical 

s·corllt, which kept the air heavy and humid. however, the nic;hts 

vmre cool and more cor~i'ortable. lnland was the dense swarEpy 

jungle infested wich malaria Ewsquitoes that had, already, 

impaired the health of the 32nd Division troops. Native foot 

trails 11ere the only rou"ces of travel through the junc,;le and 

moun·cains, and these uere frequently r.1ade impassable by the 

torrential rains. 

(3) A-7, p. 256; A-8, p. 151; (4) A-8, p. 150; (5) A-3, p. 1)7 
(6) A-7, p. 236; A-1, p. 86-87; A-10, p. 3 
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The isola ted enemy force in the ],;a dang - Wm~ak area 1·1as 

the Japanese 18th Ar;;;y under che comnand of Lieutenant General 

Adachi. \7) Of these L,O,uO~ - 6u,ouu Japs, 25,000 of them 

1r1ere combat troops of the 20th, 41st, and 51st Infantry 

Divisions with their supporting artillery. (8) 

After the landings had been r.1ade at Hollandia and Aitape, 

the Japs were faced '.iith three alternatives. 

1. 'l'hey could reLJain in the I•1adang - WevJal( area and even-

tually surrender or starve. This course of action '~as not 

charac~~eriocic of the Japanese. Furthermore, the Australian 

8th Brigade captured I•iadang on 23 April, and v.ras rapidly moving 

up the coast toward We\~ak. l '?) 

2. They could bypass Aitape by goin;; t>hrough the Torricelli 

l·wuntains, and attempt to recapture Hollandia. This choice •·vas 

illocical ·oecause the 'J.'orricell:L Eountains •:rere exceptionally 

rugged, and native food vmuld be too scarce for such a large 

force. (10) In addition, the Allied force at Aitape vmuld 

still be a threatenint, Yactor from the South. 

3. 'fhey could attac'"c the Aitape beachhead and capture 

necessary supplies, equipment and amnunition. If successful, 

this would reopen their sup;)ly lanes and, a.-:; a in, they would oe 

a threatenin;~; force in 1~ew Guinea. 

All G-2 reports and estimates agreed that this last alter-

native was the most logical course of action open to the Japs 

at this time. G-2 estimates, also, revealed the improbability 

of any strong coordinated Jap attacks against the Aitape beach-

\7) A-5, p. 15; A-9, p. 4); A-10, p. 2; \8) A-10, p. 2; A-9, 
p. 45; A-5, p. 1); \9) A-7, p. 257; (10) A-1, p. 87 
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head prior to latter June or early July because of the sreat 

distance involved. (11) 

THJ;; GJ;;IERAL SI'l''UATION 

The commanding general of the 32nd Infantry Division, 

l·Jajor General William Gill, assumed command of U.S. forces 

at AitapEJ, ,')ursuant to General Order #5, dated 4 May 1944. 

(12) 

The 32nd Division continued the organization and prepara-

tion of dei'ensi ve positions. An MLR was prepared along the 

ihgia River on the East, then through the junsles and swamps 

south of the airfield to the Raihu River on the West. (See ~1ap B) 

Pillboxes were built, fields of fire cleared through the jungle 

and S"\val'lDS, and double apron barbed wire fences constructed. ( 13) 

The artillery prepared priicar:- and alternate positions from which 

they could support the division !J!LR. Registrations were allowed 

on likely avenues of approach, cor.r:llete corrmunication systems 

•·rere instalied, and some arn:r;mnition vms stored at the primary 

positions. (14) 

The lst and 2nd Battalions of the 128th Infantry and the 

l29th Field Artillery Battalion at this time were included in 

the division defensive plan. (15) 

There was very littl" eneny action or activity for the 

next few v1eeks. The division started the usual training pro-

gram. Extra time vms allotted for care and cleaning of equip-

ment, 11hile special ennhasis was placed on local security and 

( 11) Statement of Brigadier General l•lartin, later Kajor General, 
then Assistant Division Commander, 32nd Infantry Division; 
Statement of Lieutenant Colonel Zinzer 1 Executive Officer, 12$th 
Infantry Regiment; (12) A-9, p. 1; (131, (14), (15) Personal 
knowledge 
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all around perimeter dc.L ense. '.!'his Has routine procedure by 

now, having trained !'or jungle operations in Australia and on 

Goodenough Island, and having participated in the Buna and·Saidor 

campaigns and s~aging out of Finschhaf'en. (16) Yet, this 

training was to pay dividends in -~he not too distant future. 

;,:AHTilP S 1'ASK FORCE 

Field Order #3, issued 19 l•iay, set un the East Sector 

Command, •~hich was to be commanded by Brir;adier General C. A. 

l•:artin (17) and later Decarr.e known as "~fartin' s Task Fer ce." 

(18) The mission assigned to this l'orce VJas to delay the Japs 

as long as possible alon,co; the Driniumor River. 'l'he outnosts 

of the 3rd Battalion, 12'/th Inf'antry Regiment v;ere initially 

established at Hyaparake, but by 1 June were forced to Hithdraw 

y (See f.1ap C) These enemy pa"crols increased to such strenc;th and 

ferocity that the bactalion was ordered to 1:Jithdra\v to the 

Driniumor River. (19) The outpost line of resistance on the 

Driniurnor River was strengthened on 9 June (20) by the 1st 

battalion, l28th Infantry and the 129th Field Artillery Battalion. 

Defensive positions ·;;oro established on the west oank of the river, 

with the left f'lanl~ anchored to the Pacific Ocean. (21) The 

3rd Battalion, l27th Infantry was to block the inland trail at 

Afua, which Has about 8,0vU yards lnland. (See I•lap C) There 

was, hmrever, a big -~ap ol about 4,000 yards between the tlvo 

positions that \'las covered only by visiting patrols. The mission 

assigned these tvro units was 'co efi'ect "Iviaximum Delay'' (22)-

(16) A-5, p. 8-13; (17) A-9, p. 12; (18) A-12; (19) A-9, p. 22; 
(20) A-9, p. 25; (21) Statement of Lieutenant Colonel Sco';;t, 
then Battalion Commander, 1st Battalion, 128th Infantry; (22) 
A-12; ;;tatement of G-eneral bartin 
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along the Driniumor River. Vlhen the battalion corcunanders 

asked for a definition of "rr~axir:mm delay, 11 they vrere told to 

hold the line for several days, but if a penetration were made, 

they were to counterattack and reestablish the line. If this 

were impossible, they were to fall back to delaying positions 

along "X Creek.tt (23) (See Hap C) 

The l29th Field Artillery Battalion occupied positions 

at Tiver, a small native village about 15 miles east of Aitape. 

{2Ld (See Nap C) The village consisted of 8 or 10 nat:i_ve huts 

which >vere destroyed to make room for the battalion gun posi-

tions. It was imlJOSsible to loca'~e artillery positions more 

than 100 yards in from the beach because of the dense junrle 

crowth. Clearing a Nay the jungle vms impossible. Bulldozers 

and tractors became mired once they left the protection of the 

beach sand. The entire battalion went into a position no larr:;er 

than a football field. Since the Japs had no air force in this 

sector, and V·Jry little artillery, this minute battalion area 

vras the ideal -oosition from v;hich the artillery could de.fend 

thensel ves from small Jap raidinr; parties that vrere to infiltrate 

the junr;le and at;tenpt to blow up the artillery cuns. 

The difficult sup'Jly -oro-olen, especially amnunition, v;as 

not solved until the Navy sunpl ied the di vi.sion lrith several 

LCi-;s. ( 25} Unloadin,; artillery a;amuni tion in the dark, and 

often knee deep in water, is really a rough job. 

As soon as the battalion occupied this position, a liaison 

offiC"Jr, plus three forvrard observers and their parties, \vent 

(23} A-12; Stateuent of Lieutenant Colonel Scott; (24} Personal 
knowledge; ( 25} Personal knovrledge; Statement of Lieutenant 
Colon,Jl Beyer, then Battalion Commander, l29th Field Artillery 
Battalion 
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fon;-ard to the 1st Battalion, l~Sth Infantry. These parties 

vrere CO!Gprised of one officer and three enlisted men. (26) 

THo soldiers were radio aen, and the third Has a noncommis

sioned officer viho Has capable of replacing the officer if the 

need arose. Wire was laid from the fire direction center 

directly to the liaison officer. From this position, the for-

ward observers vmre required to lay lines to their respective 

companies. Radios, carried by each party, were fairly reliable 

when opera~ed alone; the· coast. 

Upon arrival, these parties found the 1st Battalion, 12Sth 

Infantry >·1ell dug in along the west bank of the river, -vrith a 

frontage of 4, 000 yards. ( 2?) The battalion commander, l'Iajor 

(later Lieutenant Colonel) Scott decided that the artillery would 

have to be registered on the east bank of the river. The 

Driniumor River averaged from 30 to )0 yards in width and 3 to 

5 feet in denth. Between tropical rains, small islands covered 

\vith Kunai grass would appear in the rivGr. These tronical 

rains could change the mild, even flowing Driniumor River into 

a raging nower, churning and twisting its way to the sea. 

Dense jungle ran directly to the ri ver 1 s edge. ( 28) The west 

bank was lined vrith numerous 100 foot trees, and with our 

troops dug in on the \'lest side, this left a lot to be desired 

from the artillery point of view. It i'IBS decided that bGfore any 

firinp; could be done that close to friendly troops, the high 

trees would have to come do\'ln to ~revent tree bursts. 'l'he 

infantry \'las glad to do this, not only for the artillery fire, 

but for the overhead protection they could 13et from the logs. 

(26) Personal knowledge; (2?) A-9, p. 24; l)ersonal knovrlcdge; 
( 28) Personal knb\'lledge 
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The initial registration \"las placed at the mouth of the river, 

and from there, south alon~:; the east b&nk of the river as far 

as the lst Battalion had troops. At points along the river 

where concentrations were rep;istered, the number oi' that con

centration v.-as given to the infantry unit >vhich occupied a 

defensive position ±'Tom which it could see the exact location 

of that concentration. Thus, the infantry was able to call for 

artillery fire by a concentration number. (29) Almost every 

noncor;mJissioned officer in the 128th Infantry ;v-as ade to adjust 

artillery and mortar fire. The registration of each concentra-

tion was necessary, because it Has impossible to carry any type 

of accurate survey inland from the coast. Survey was conducted 

I'rom the §';Un positions to the mouth oi' the Driniumor River. (30) 

For the neJc't few weeks, the infantry continued to st:r·engthen 

their positions. Daily patrols -vrere sent out, accompanied by 

a forward observer and party. Patrolling along the coast vias 

a simple duty, and usually the party reached the village of 

Yakamul witllout a si,r:n of the Japs. (31) If a Jap oatrol vras 

encountered, it 11as very srGall. Patrolling inland was a different 

story. A patrol >ras luc;cy to reach Niumen Creek, a distance of 

about 2,500 yards, between daylight and dark. (32) The jungle 

was so thick in certain places, that it vras actually necessary 

for the patrol to cut its 1·ray through. The big[est problem, 

that of location, was finally solved by the use of artillery 

liaison Dlanes. The ni,<=<:ht before an lnland patrol ''as to leave, 

the infantry S-3 would give the artillery liaison officer an 

overlay of the route the patrol vras .c;oing to use. The usual 

( 29) Personal imouledge; Statement of' Lieutenant Colonel Beyer:; 
(30) Personal knowledp;e; (31) A-9, p. 25-37; (32) A-12 
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procedure was to have the artillery plane fly the correct 

route at a specified time, and 1·1hen the pilot 1·ras c.tirectly 

overhead, the patrol's radio operator \"rould tell him so. Then 

the pilot would radio rJack'the patrol's map coordinates. Another 

method ''las to have the pilot give the patrol's location with 

reference to the Driniur.1or River and the Pacific Ocean. For 

exauple, out 2,000 - in suo meant the patrol ~ms out 2,000 yards 

from the Driniumor River and 800 yards in from the Pacific Ocean. 

These tvro rGethods v;ere often conduct.ed merely by the sound of 

the plane overhead, because the jungle was so dense that the 

patrol was unable to see the plane. 'rhis arranr;ement, although 

not too accurate, >·ras better than no thine. 'llhen artillery was 

needed, the plane could act as a relay, and also, aid in adjust

ing artillery fire. (33) This patrollinr: and defensive buildup 

continued. 

On 27 June, a patrol from the 127th Infantry captured a 

Japanese Field Order that indicated the Japs vrould attack our 

outpost line, in force, on the night of 28 or 29 June, penetrat-

ing IJetvveen the lst Battalion 128 and 3rd Battalion 127. ( 34) 

On 28 June, the 2nd Battalion 128 Infantry was brought up to 

the Driniumor River to reenforce the racher thinly held line. . . 

( 3 5) (See I•Iap C) The follovring is quoted from a letter written 

by Lieutenant Colonel Smith, Battalion Commander, 2nd Battalion, 

128th Infantry. 

"We moved out at dawn on the 28th and vrasted no time in 

movinc: t.o our nel•T positions, but. rmddy trails, swanps and 

heavy jungle slovved our m.over,;ent s, and D:·.· dark we had barely 

( 33) Personal knm'lledf:e; (34) Stater,,ent of Brigadier General 
1·Iartin and Lieutenant Colonel Zinzer; (35) A-12; A-9, p. 37 
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gotten into position along the river 1'1ith our flanks in contact 

v1ith the other two battalions. Our mortars i•Tere not ready to 

meet the strong attack that we feared 1orould cone that night. 

"Eorning finally arrived without the Nips. At least vie had 

another day to got ready. Feverishly· vrc '-'IOl'kcd at improvinz, our 

positions, re-sitting our vreapons, rcgisterin::; artillery and mortars, 

putting in communications and ~Grying to get more ammunition. 

Nightfall found us bett:;er "'repared but it was still far frorJ 

a rosy uicture. Our ar.ucmnition uas very limited consisting only 

of that which we had carried in \·rich us the day before. Our 

only evacuation and supply route was the trail leadinc northwest 

to the villa·;e of Anamo, which would certainly be cut as soon 

as the Japanese• succeed<-<d in crossin.cc the river. We still knevl 

nothing about the country to our rear except that it was dense 

rain forEJst and jungle swanps. 

"That night it rained and it was so black that you couldn't 

see your hand in front of your face. 1 If the Japs come tonight,' 

I though, 1 we 1 ll be fi[;hting our ovm r.wn in the dark.' But 

evidently something had changed the Jap•s timetaole because, 

as you know, t1trcolve days were to pass from the day we arrived 

until the attack d01rc1e. 11 

Also at this tirr.e, 1 July, the ll2th Cavalry CT (dismounted), 

commanded by Brigadier General Cunningham, vras attached to 

!ciartin 1 s Task Force and was sen~ along the inland trail to 

strengthen the richt i'lank in the vicinity of Afua. (36) Thus, 

on 1 July, the Driniumor River was held by the following units 

fron the Pacific Ocean inland: lst Battalion 128, 2nd Battalion 

12&, 3rd Battalion 12?, and ti·ro squadrons from the ll2th Cavalry, 

(36) A-9, p. 39 
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all supported by the 129th and 120th Field Artillery Battalions, 

the latter battalion ha-vin[ arrived 2 July. ( 37) (See i1an D) 

The XI Corp, comrr.anded by l'iajor General Hall, arrived 

about this tiEce and assur.1ed overall comr.1and of the Aita-,Je area. 

( 3 8) 
"""" iJ4 « J.. &I ' ~ ra.o. "' ~ 4 ~ 
The ~l~t and 43rd Infantry Divisions had, also, arrived, 

al"chougn none of these units were deployed along the Driniumor 

River _prior to 12 July • 

.i:"rorr 28 June until 9 July, enerr.y patrols became more 

numerous, and sane of them •·rere beyond the classification of 

nuisance and reconnaissance patrols, especially those in front 

of the 3rd Battalion 127 and 2nd Battalion 12&. Several attempts 

uere made to blow uCJ thee ·artillery positions. 

After 28 June, maintainin:•c uir•~ cm,:rrtmications \'taS ahcost 

innossible. Althot'.g~:l t.he 1.-.~ire linc;s i:lcrc !"(:;-·:;aired every day, 

the Japs uould cut thf~n every nir:_::i1t, splittin.'_: th8 vire in 

c1Ul11CrOUS cJlacos, ar>d ~mll Sr.1all pieces into the ~un•,:le. 1'1•10 

necr rr;ethods for layinr~ v!ire Her·e cried. One r.rethod employed 

an anphibious truck ( coL;Jonly called a Duct!' to lay dou_ole 

strands of 110 wire in the ocean. This Harked fine until a 

good sr;rOilf•; 1·rind, :Jrodc1cing 10 foot 1'Vaves, washed the wire onto 

the beach, b"'eakin:~ it into h·J_ndreds of little nieces. This 

!Ylethod of laying ·wire, although tried several more tines, did 

not nrove satisfactory. rrhe bG.ttalions ne::t atter::."'Jted to lay 

Hire over the top of tho juw;le ':.rith a C-47 plane. This, also, 

l'!Orked fine until the lim~ brol:e, and no one was able to locate 

the break. ~-:ost of the time, ::rire Has kept into the 1-st Battalion 

to be alLost an L:po ssibility. Radio, as previously stc~tE:d, 

(37) A-9, p. 3?; (33) A-9, p. 35 
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uorked fine alonF ~he coast, but not very well inland. Hovrever, 

vrith a relay station, vJhich vras built in a high tree to the rear 

of the lst Battalion 128, radio communication could be main-

tained. To supplement this system, artillery liaison planes 

were in the air constantly. (39) 

Initially, only one unit of fire ·Has to be kept at the 

defensive positions. (40) A unit of fire at that time con-

sisted of 1250 rounds ;::>er machine gun, $0 rounds per rifle, 

and 50 hand ;srenades per company. General ]:::art in and the t1'fO 

battalion convaanders, Scott and Smith, asked for an additional 

4,000 rounds per machine p:un and 10 hand i~renades per man in 

the front line. However, they vmre authorized to increase their 

am_rnunition supply to only a unit and a half. (41) In accord-. 

ance v-Tith the Infantry School Doctrine, this request 1'faS not 

justifiable. But, in the jungle, with resupy:>ly so difi'icult, 

an exception existed. 

On 9 July, Brigadier General Cunnin,ahaLl and the three 

battalion conunanders vrerc ordered to reloort to ]'Jfartin 1 s Task 

Force Headquarters at Tiver for nel'V orders. General Hartin 

revealed that he had been ordered to conduct a Reconnaissance 

in Force, with tvro bat;talions or a battalion and one squadron, 

to the tlarech River to ascertain the Japanese strength, dis-

positions and intentions. (42) (See Ha}J D) General Martin 

decided to send thr; lst Battalion 12[; alon" the coastal trail, 

and a squadron of' the ll2th Cavalry on the inland trail. Near 

Afua, it was a simple matter to move the reserve squadron up on 

the dei'ensi ve line to replace the squadron that vras to go on 

(39) Personal knowledge; (40) StateL~ent of Laj or General 
l·iartin; (41) A-12; (42) Statement of hajor General Lartin 
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the Reconnaissance in Force. {IJ-3) Alon,~~ the coast, it was an 

entirely dif'I'erent matter. There were no reserYes ayailable ~ 

to General l·lartin to bloc:" tho sector no\-; occupied by the 1st 

Battalion. Therefore, it; be carne neceso;ary for the 2nd Battalion, 

128th Infantry to take oYer the sector now occuc:>ied by the 1st 

Battalion in addition to their mm--a frontage of anproximately 

4,000 yards. (44) • (See j.;ap D) This meant; the 2nd Battalion 

had to move its reserve c or,rpany, and even the support platoons 
. 

of the rifle companies, into th: i'ront lines. Even this 

arranz:enent left only 3 or,4 men every 25 to 3U yards. It was, 

indeed, a thin green line. 

During tire nir~ht of 9 July, a request to furnish a guide 

for an officer courier from the 3rd Battalion, 12?th Infantry 

vms received by tho 2nd Battalion, 12Sth Infantry. This officer 

\•Tas carrying an "important docunent" back to Corp Headquarters. 

The p;uide v1as furnished. Later it \•las revealed that this 

"important document" was a captured copy of a Japanese Field 

Order f'or the all out attack ar~ainst our defenses on the 

Driniur:10r River. This ordec- s pecif"ied the exact tine, place 

and number of' troops who vlere to attack. The "important 
• 

document" reached Corp Headquarters on the night of 9 July, 

yet the front line units of l•iartin' s Task Force had no vlarning 

of the attac:: that VTas to come on the follovJing night. This 

exemplifies the failure of pertinent information to reach those 

people for whom it is of in:mediatc concern. 

On the morninf; of 10 July, the 1st Battalion 128 and the 

2nd Squadron, ll2th Cavalry moved out on their Reconnaissance 

fissions. ( 45) In single file forme.tion, B Company led the 

(43) A-9, p. 46; (4;4) A-9, p. 46; Personal lmov1ledge; (45) A-9, 
p. 46 
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1st Battalion v1hich followed at a 500 yard interval. One 

platoon of B Con:'"arF ~lroceeded directly down the coast with 

a parallel platoon 150 to 200 yards inland. Forward observer 

1)arties were sent with both platoons. An artillery liaison 

plane, also, kept constant vigilance from ~' vnc air. Due 

to the slow pro:;re ss of the platoon vlhich vras acting as 

flank security, the battalion had moved only about 3,000 

yards by noon. Shortly a_ter noon, the lead platoon of B 

Company encountered a fairly heavy Jap force, well entrenched 

and supj'Jorted by scver2.l hee.vy and lic;ht machine guns. After 

a heavy artillery concentration, a frontal attack was attenpted, 

but no progress resulted. It v1as not until the inland platoon 

was able to attack from the flank, and the support platoon 

was comuitt,d, that the position was overrun. Judging from 

the Jap fox holes and the amount of work they had undertaken, 

it was estimated that a reenforced pla.toon had held up the 

lst Battalion's advance. It was now about 1500 hours, and 

th2 be.ttalion nushed on another 2, 000 yards vrhere they dug 

in for the ni c;ht, althou:-o;ll 1, 500 yards short of the if objective. 

Artillery \'las ret;istered around the t:mcire perir:1eter. ( 46) 

(See l-1e.p D) 

The 2nd Squadron, ll2th Cavalry uoved inland to Niumen 

Creek, meeting only a few Jap patrols. (47) The daily patrols 

of the 2nd Battalion 128 and 3rd Battalion 127 renorted no 

signs of Ja<)S in their zone of res0onsibilit:r. (See ¥1.ap D) 

On the night of 10 July, the oattalion commander o:t' the 

2nd Battalion 128, Lieutenant Colonel lier·oert Smith, was 

(46) A-9, p. 46; Personal knovrledge; (47) Statenent of hajor 
General Hartin 
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unhappy about the situation on the Driniumor River. Before 

dark, accompanied by his artillery liaison officer, the 

cor.1mander trav2rsed his entire extEmded ft'ont, mainly to check 

positions, ammunition supply, and to see that the troops Here 

faniliar Hith all artillery concentrations and kneH how to 

call for the artillery Hhen it was needed. The liaison officer 

of the lst Battalion had turned over all numbered concentrations 

and overlays to the 2nd Battalion •. (48) Lieutenant Colonel 

Smith, also, wanted to make sure that all units \•Jere familiar 

;-r.ith the plan of Hi thdravml, if a o·rithdrawal were· necessary. 

The plan vias a simple one. An unnamed creek, about 2,000 yards 

west of the Driniumor River and running approximately parallel 

to it, was picked as a rallyinp: point and called the "X Creek." 

( 49) (See Ea.p D) 'l'ra.ils had been cut through the thici' jungle 

frOLl the defensive position to "X Creek," and all officers and 

key noncomnissioned officers were well orientated 1·rith the 

positions they i'lere to occupy if and when the time car;;e. No 

amnunition vlas placed on the 11 X Creek." 

• About 2330 hours it happened. Ten artiller;' rounds from 

a Jap r:10untain r;un sailed over the C. P. of the 2nd Battalion 

and landed about 200 yards beyond. Simultaneously, flares 

were :t'ired directly over the C.P. and the mortar positions. (50) 

Several small Jap parties had evidently crossed the river and 

were narking the battalion's key installations for their 

artillery \·lhich was usini~ direct I ire. The small arLJS firinr, 

start0d. An intense preparation on the i'ront line positidns 

vras fired for ten minutes, concentrating heavily on the machine 

(48) Personal knorrledre; (49), (50) A-12 
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gun and B.A.R. positions, l·rhich the Japs had located with pin 

point accuracy. Then a bugle sounded. All firing stopped and 

the J aps started one of their renmmed fanatic banzai attacks. 

This \vas not just another raid, but the full scale attacl: that 

had been anticipated. (See l·t.ap E) The Japs i'reren't dumb. They 

had timed their attack uell. 'l'hey had vraiteJl~9:~~]....Dfits 

vrhich vrere on their Reconnaissance in Force-vrersifbeyond SUpCJort-

ing range and could not influence the course of action. The 

attack was concentrated on a front of 100 yards. In· a platoon 

front, the enemy emerged froPl the jungle, and proceeded to 

charge through the hip deep river, screaming like the madmen 

they were. As the front r,can fell, another Hould step fonrard 

in his place. The strength of this first nad charge \vas 

estimated at 150 men, vrith approximately a dozen Japs succeeding 

in crossing the river. This attack viaS broken up by machine 

gun and B.A.R. fire. 

The second attack cane on the left of the initial charge 

(See I:Iap E) in about the sane s':.rength. 'l'his time the Japs 

were halted by artillery fire, but a few scattered Japs managed 

to. cross the Driniumor. By the time the third attack was 

launched, the amnunition was dangerously lovf. This attack, 

tvro companies st,rong, was made to the right of the first attack. 

(See Eap E) The dour;hboys had a field day until their amnunition 

supply I·Tas e:::hausted, anci they we:·e forced to withdraw to 

"X Cre8k." (51} 

Throughout this course of action, the artillery was being 

shifted en rna sse from on A attacl: area to another. The infantry 

noncom:·cissioned officgrs did an e;::ccllent job of callinc; for 

·(51) A-2, p. 41-43 
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and o.djustinc; the artillGrcr i'ircc. ThG las·'::; and success:.'ul Jap 

at.tacl::: cc_:-,1c near the :?OC)it:Lo:'l o.:t' the artillery liaison officer 

v1ho 1/JD.S 1-.rorlcin.c; \'lith the 2nd Batta.lion, 128th Infantry·. He 

vv2.s abl8 to concentr·at.c; tl1~::: ·uuli{ o.:"' all artillery at this ·ooint 

E:.orc than one hour, ~he l29th Field Artillery Battalion 

=)ended SOI::~e 1,300 ro:_Lnds ol' ami:lunition. (52) Cor.J.:c:u_nication 

bst·~:-rc,:1n COJ1TJanies and b.c:_ttalions and betvresr: battalions and 

l-lo..rtin' s ~rasl~ Forco :-L~adouc:1.rtc~~rs tras naintaincd solely throu,sh 

artillery liaison radio channels durin_c· this entire series of 

attacl:s. This •::as an L•cea::mr& ;le aid to all units. (53 i 

As the coL·lanies o:t' the 2nd Battalion, 128th Infantry and 

~che 3rd Battalion, l27th Inf:mtry \"Jere forc·'ld to l'lithdraw to 

"'ch,_:_:ir ~)reviot:.sly selected posit. ions alon:L; n X Creel:," confusion 

to reaclc. the "X Creok11 until 12 July, o.ad thon L1 the 3rd 

Battalion 127 area. The: 2nd Battalion l2G, ; inus G Cor;;pany, 

reached· nx Cre:::d-:n and s-st u-o a onall ·oerine·ter (54) at the 

sa;.K~ ~cine that ap)l'OXiL'a>cly 2 rogi:":;ents (55) of Jap soldiers 

crossed into the 2nd Battalion area. One enewy regiment set 

up their headquarters and bivouac!;ed ·,IitJhin 400 yards of the 

2nd Battalion's peri<:eter. Due to tho dar:cness and dense jungle, 

neither r.~roup vras a1:ro_re of the othc:t'' s "90Sition. 

Uh2n th2 extent o:.( t:.h::; brea~·:thro:..1gi1 1-.ras rc;·)orted, General 

Jciartin o:c·dered Lieutenant; Colo:1el Sco~t' s lst Battalion 128 

to return fran its Reconnaissance in Force. (56) This ~-Iith-

(52) A-11;. (53) Stater,;ent of liajor General !iartin; (54) A-12; 
(55) A-9, p. 46, 51; (56) A-9, p. 46; Stater,12m'c of ;.,.ajar General 
i~artin; Personal ~novledg~ 

19 



• • 

drmml started about 0030 hours on ll July, and vras made directly 

dovm tho beach at practically double t;iLJC. Lieutenant Colonel 

Scott vossesscd scant information on the situation, but was 

determined to recross the Driniurr,or River bei'ore the Japs could 

cut off his route of withdrawal. The lst Battalion succeeded 

in recrossin12: the Driniunor and reached Anamo before dayli:~ht. 

Here they were ordered to begin tho counterattack to reestablish 

the defense line on the riv•T. (:57) The 2nd Souadron, ll2th 

Cavalry uas, also, vrithdravm. 

Durinp; the nig:1t, the artillery was displaced to nreoared 

positions about 3,000 yards to r~he rear. This dis-,Jlacement 

vms ef:fec"ccd i'or sai'·,:ty reasons, and to ena::Jln the artillery 

to better surnort the: i'orthcor::in;;; counterattack. (58) 

The Ja•Js had paid a heavy price for this ,c:odforsaken river. 

It vras estiua"ced that 40U Japs were killed in front of th2 2nd· 

Battalion 128 alone, vlhile o•-1r total casualities arc1ounted to 

2~:, killed and SO •.-rounded. (59) Hovmver, tbe:y- :!:'ailed to ex1)loit 

their success. Durin.:•: the nic"ht and day of ll July, it vTas 

estioated that 2 re::;iuents (60) pushed acros.3 the river. 

Had this force follmved u:) their attack, eSTJecially tovmrd the 

coast, ·their success rJi;:;ht have continued, out the:r stopped. 

The reasons for s"co;;nin,.:-; nay have ueen the loss o:i:' leaders, the 

absence of orders to continue the at~ack once the river \'las 

crossed, our conti_nuous artiller;r bor:,-occrdr,:ent, or maybe, a poor 

estiLrate of the• situation. :ihatevGr the reason, it vJas fortu-

nate they sto-Jned . - ... ' (See I·Iap E) because it p;ave Hartin's Task 

Force time to reor:o;ani ze, regroul', and s"cart a counterattacl'. 

(57) A-9, n. 47; (58) Statement of LieutGnant Colonel Boyer; 
(59) A-9, n. 4B; A-12; (60) A-9, p. 51 
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THE COU!fl'o;RAl''l'ACK 

At daylight, the lst Battalion 128 directed a counteraction 

southeast alone the Anamo Trail. (See Nap E) This attack pro-

gressed about 1,500 yards where it encountered a s~ronc; Jap 

force vrhich had crossed the ri v:~r t.he previous nir,ht. It became 

increasingly aDparent that this battalion could not penetrate 

the Jap position, nor could it remain where it was because the 

battalion was in p:rave danger of being surrounded and annihilated. 

(61)· Failure of this attack >Vas due, mainly, to the exhausted 

condition of the troops, lack of planning and coordination, and 

the fact that no prior reconnaissance had been made. (62) 

Having no other reserves available, General r•1artin had no 

alternative but to order a general withdrawal to "X Creektt to 

establish a defensive line until a coordinated attack could be 

made to restore the dei"cmsiv8 line on the Driniumor River. (63) 

Both the 3lsC~K'3rd InfanL·y Divisionr:f-::; novr at Aitape, 

and XI Corp decided to employ additional troops to counterattack 

and reo stG.blisn th2 Driniunor River line. The l24th Regiment 

of the 31st Infantry Division was selected as the reenforcing 

unit. (64) 

The general counteroiTensive.began at daylight on 13 July. 

'rhe trooPs employed frota ri,~ht to left alonG the line vrere as 

follows: ll2th Cavalry C.T., 3rd Battalior., l2?th Infantry 

with G Company, l2Sc,h Infantry attached, 1;~4th Infantry Regiwent 
' ~ 

less the 2nd Battalion, and lst Battalion, l28th Infantry. The 

Task Force Reserve Has cot.!prised oi' the following units: 2nd 

Battalion, l24th Infantry and 2nd Battalion, l2$th Infantry 

( 61) A-9, p. 1,7; ( 62) Statement of Lieutenant Colonel Scott; 
(63) A-9, p. 47; Statement of !1iajor General l:iartin; (64) A-9, 
p. 49 
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minus G Com1Jany. 1'he artillery units ewployed VTerP the ll-9th 

Field Artillc:ry Battalion, the l~Wti1 Field Artillery Battalion, 

the l2lst Field Artillery Battalion, and the l49th Field Artillery 

Battalion fro'n the 31st Division. (65) This Task Force vvas 

cor.1manded o;; Brigadier General S~ark, Assistant Division Comn:ander 

of the 43rd Infantry Division. (60) (See ~lap E) 

Tho author can best describe the action of the 1st Battalion, 

128th Infantry in this coordinated count;erattaclc, bece.use 2.t this 

time he was the artillery liaison of1'icer '.lith this unit. Due 

to tlhc terrain, the majority of the artiJ.ler:c fire H2.s directed 

in front of this battalion. 

The mission of the lst Battalion 128 vms to clear an area 

apDroxirnately 300 yards 1•ridc up the coast to the Driniur.1or River. 

Proceeding on schedule, the forvmrd elemen~s of the battalion 

moved about 800 yards wi'1en they encountered the first Jap 

resistance. The enemy was i'airlv uell dug in, and, as usual, 

made e~~cellent use 0f the jungle to conceal thcomselve s. ·This 

Ja:o force, a reenforced co::pany, delayed the 1st Battalion's 

advance for a considerable tirrk), and inflicted a ;:;reat many 

casualties. (67) The danca;:;e 1·10uld nave been Lore extensive 

had it not been for the artiller,r. 'l'his situation t•ras an 

artilleryman's drean as i'ar as junr.;le firing was concerned. 

With the vrhole Pacific Ocean in vrhich to adjust the :t'ire lor 

range, and by shiftinc; a feu nils in deflnction, the artillery 

fire could De cJlaced exactly where called for uith a minimum 

dano:er to the infantry. This ei'fecti ve firinr~ enabled the in-

i'antry to move fon·rard ar-·ain. 

After moving a short dist.ance, the troo·)s vrei'O s2101·rered 

(65), (66) A-9, p. 49; (67) A-9, p. 50 
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>vith Ja·.::> artillery and mortar fire. The battalion corm,Jandcr 

screa:ned for artillery, but the vision oi' the artillery forward 

observers \vas nil becacJ.Se oi' the dense junrl3. The only 

·cosition from .vhich thee liaison officer could p:et observation 

was on the open beach. (68) Considering the possible danger 

of tree ourst from Jap fire, the open oeach l1fas as safe as the 

jungle. As soon as th" liaison oi'ficer reached· the beach, two 

Jap mountain f;uns opened Uj'J with direct fire at him. By shout

ing comr~ands to the radio opercctor, the liaison officer ))robably 

c;avc; ~he lst Battalion 128 the most rapid artillery fire or· the 

war. In a matter of minu0es, three battalions of artillery 

\vere firin:o; at the tuo J ap suns, and 1·rith the odds 36 to 2, the 

J ap [UDS '1-rere soon silenced. From this point to the Driniumor 

River, it 1.-ras scrictly an artillery s::w~r. Each artillery 

battery vias adjust2d about 100 yards apart alonp; the bccach. As 

the infantry r.,oved. forvmrd, each battery·' s ranr;e 1-1ould increase 

50 yards on comr.1and fror.: the liaison officer. The lst Battalion 

128 moved back to the Driniumor River vlithout firinp; another 

shot. (.69) So much artillery fire had be0n c oncentrated in 

front of tho lst Battalion 123 that it Has necessary to recut 

trails, fields of fire, and in many instances, actually cut 

limbs and tre.c;s out of old fox holes beforco reoccupying the 

defensive positions. The lst Battalion captured 3 Jap Eountain 

f,Uns, 6 heavy machine ;;uns, 4 mortars, and l Jap aid st2.tion. 

Sixty seven enemy dead 1-1ere counted. 

ThG other units atto.cking inland did not :I'are as vlell. 

The J ap resistance vras heavier, the jungle thicker, contact 

harder to n:aintain, and artillcr:r and r;1ortar firG more difi'icult 

( 68) , ( 69 j Personal knowledge 
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to direct. It vvasn' -c until the ni.c;ht of l) July that thc en"0ire 

old defensive linc was reestablished on the Driniumor River. 

(70) (See Jt;ap F) 

AiiALY SIS Al'!D CHITICIS!.; 

The failure to waintain the integrity of comnand and units 

was very noticeable throu:e;hout this entire operation. The 

mission of outpostine; the lJriniuL:or River should have been assir~ned 

to one regiment. Tho orip;inal units on th•o Driniumor defense 

line were cocnprised of tHo battalions from di:fi'erent regiments, 

with neither ~heir comaander nor staff reure ::ented. During the 

counterattack, t.he i~roo·Js eu:lloyed were ±'rom tvm regiments of 

the 32nd Infantrv Division, one regiment from the 31st Infantry 

Di vi sion, and e ler.1ent s of the ll2th Cavalry, all under the 

comuand of the assistant division comnander of the L1)rd Infantry 

Di vi sian. It is remarl<:able that the counterattack >vas successful 

under these circuns1~ances; therefore, credit must be r,i ven to the 

caliber and experience of the troops, and to the individual leader-

ship or' the small unit coru:andero. 

1'he inp<ltience of the higher command, which resulted in 

the Reconnaissance in iorce, certainly weakened the defensive 

line at a vory inopportune tilile. It was fairlv evident that the 

Japs were going to a:;tac~c our lines in force; all captured 

docurJ<mts and <)risoners indicated an at tack early in July. 

Other ±'actors indicated that the attac:( uould soon come in a 

particular area. Patrols in front of the 1st Battalion 128 

and the ll2th Cavalry could _ ove with ease across the river, 

yet, the patrols of the'' 3rd Battalion 127 and 2nd Battalion 128 
v 

were cons~antly encountering Jap resistance. With the Jap 

(70) A-9, p. 51 
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force lmovm to be 20,0Uu conbat troops movin~ up ±'rom \'Tewac,, 

two battalions attac;dnc in dense junz:le certainly bad little 

chance for success. 

If the ca}>tured Japanese Docur;:ent, 1r1hich z;ave the time, 

place, and size of the attacking; i'orce, had reached Hartin's 

Task Force, this vit,al information could havco ch;mged the 

tactical employment o:i:''all units and very possibly have pre

vented the penetration of the defensive line. 

That the Japanese ue:'El able to move such a large force, 

undetected, to within 20lJ yardc of the front lines, doesn't 

speak too highly of the thorO\v:hne ss of the daily patrols vrhose 

primary r;:issions vrere to contact the.' eneuy, and deternine his 

strength and location. 'l'his faulty reconnaissance ~Jrooably 

can be) traced to the density of the jungle, and the failure of 

the S-2s to supervise and coordinate all reconnaissance. 

Specific missions and routes sho:1ld have bt,en assicned to each 

patrols. Again, had the integrity of units and command been 

rJaintainc;d, the Jap force may have been detected. 

It is of vital i:,mortance not to s·t;ore ammunition \vhere 

it migh~c ±'all into eneny hands, bu·c at the same time it is 

inportant to have suf:(icient arrm:uni tion avaj_lable to front; line 

troops to enable them to accom1Jlish their assigned mission. 1'his 

is especially true in the junrle, 1·rhere ammunition resupnly is 

so difficult. It was possi-ole that the greatly over-extended 

line could not ha-ve stopped the Japanese attack, but, had suffi

cient ammunition been available, the price the Japs paid for 

crossing the Driniumor could have oeen c:'eatly increased. 

The speed 1riti1 '"'hich the first counterattac;, was launched, 

evan though unsuccessful, put the Japs on the defensive, thus 
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giving higher commanders a chance to employ more troops and 

plan the coordinated counterattack. Although the fighting 

continued for more than a month, and the Japs employed more 

than tv;o divisions, the only coordinated, large scale attack 

Dade by them was the original breakthrough. They 1t1asted their 

strength in snmll scale suicidal a"ctacks. Had the Japs, on 

lu July, pushed all their troops through the gap in our lines 

and then attacked the open flanks of the units on the right 

and left, the rear installations at Aitaoe may have ·oeen in 

danger of annihilation. 

The value of a definite terrain feature upon which to 

reorf;anize, such as "X Creek, 11 and the corn:olete dissemination 

of this information do1·m to the last man, cannot be over 

The artillery and rear area units can be expected to furnish 

their own local security in the jungle. The lack of training 

N of the artillery pat-rols vras very apparent, as Jap raiding 

f~ partiea wore allowed oloae enough to throw hand ge=dca and 

der.10litions into the gun positions. 

Liaison officers and i'onrard observers should be v1ell 

acquainted with the infantry units and officers •·rith whom they 

are working. An understanding of the capabilities and limi-

tations of each branch of the service certainly l·muld pay 

dividends. This was well brought out on the Driniumor River 

when battalion commanders insisted uoon artillery fire being 
. ~\) 

of the front lines.~ This 1-ras certainly delivered vii thin 50 yards 

sound judgment under the circumstances, but the infantry must 

expect some short rounds when fire is brouc;ht in this close. 

Also, forward observers must be with the front line platoons 
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in the jungle if they are to deliver close and continuous 

artillery supnort. Infantrv officers and noncommissioned officers 

must be trained to adjust artillery fire. When a unit '\'las 

assigned a vTide sector to defend, there never were enough forward 

observers to cover the entire front. 

The use of artillery liaison c1lanes \"las invaluable. Their 

presence in the air often silenced enemy artiller:r and mortar 

i'irco. Their aid in adjusting artillery and rnain:~aining con;uni-

cations proved >mrthwhile. 

If a counterattack is to be successful, good re2onnaissance 

and proper nlanning is es::ential. The 1st Battalion 128 in their 

first counterattack up the Anamo Trail had neither. The attack 

was a failure. 

LE3SONS 

1. The integrity of units and commands should be maintained 

at all times. 

2. Intellip;ence must floH both ways. 
------· ...... -"'.<'1<..·•-"'"""'· .... -"'-.''-"""''"' ····-· -·· -~-

p>Jl 

3. Adequate ammunition must be available lfn the defense 

as vwll as for the attack, 8ven if it has to be stacked on a 

position. 

4. Infantry officers should know artillery capabilities 

and limitations. 

5. Artillery officers should knm1 infa.ntry tactics. ,.._. ,_, 

b. A dete:~~.r.:~~-~}]:~J;l¥, -~~~: ,brea_c.h .. ar;ty defense if they ;rish 

to pay the nrice. 

'!. Artillery can dchver close su~nort in_ ~.he j)lnt;le. 

8. If close artillerc; dcfensi ve fire in support of an i:LR 

is to be effective, it must be registered. 
'• ~.,.~·.-,,....., .... ....,,r~~.,.,.•·-•d0..--.... .,. 

9. Good corm:mnic::tion is essensial to successful combat. 
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10. PA'l'I"HCE ~. 
11. A fevJ extra artillery· 

~-- -- . - ' 

snells c.o.n save mal'ly lives. 

12. A definite terrain feature, such as a creek, for 
---···--·-,>,--·~·<~>'<-""'~~------" ,.. ____ .. ·- _, 

a rallyinr; ;loint and reorganization is irncJortant. 

13. Artillery liaison plane:J can be used i'or varied 

purposeG. 

14. If a coun'cerattack is co be ~cucce:csful, good reconnaisM 
_, .. ~ 

sance and oro per 'Jlannin;o: is 2 s :;ential. 

~ .. , .. ,~_ .. 
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